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Scoil Naomh Mhuire
Homework Policy
Homework is provided to:
· Develop good habits of independent learning and study.
· Revise and reinforce work being carried out in school.
· Afford parents the opportunity to monitor and participate in their child’s progress.
Homework allows a parent / guardian to:
· Become actively involved in the pupil’s work
· See how the child is doing in school
Homework allows a teacher to:
· Assess pupil learning
· Extend school learning
 Time to be spent on homework:
The following times are suggested as a guide for parents or guardians: 
· First / Second- 30-35 minutes
· Third / Fourth-30 -45 minutes
· Fifth / Sixth- 45-60 minutes
· Teachers of the older classes may decide to give homework for the week so that children can organise and prioritise their time. Exceptions for birthdays and special occasions can be made at the teacher’s discretion. 
Infants
15mins
It is essential to the child’s educational development that the work done in school is reinforced regularly at home. In infant classes, children do not get regular formal homework in the way that older children do. In these classes, homework consists of word or number recognition, reading or worksheets to be completed.
First- 4th Class
30-45 mins
Formal homework is given based on work covered in the school and suited to the capability of the pupil. Therefore, the child should be capable of completing much of his home exercise independently.
Certain aspects of the work may be unfamiliar to the parent / guardian such as methods used in Mathematics or aspects of the Gaeilge programme. If you are not clear about aspects of these new programmes, please do not hesitate to ask for clarification. It is important for children to read every day, take time to discuss the text and pictures with them and to question them on what they have read. Oral homework is just as important as written work.
5th- 6th Class
45-60 mins
In sixth class, the final class of the primary school, great importance is attached to homework and the child’s general work habits as they develop as independent learners.
Conditions for doing homework
Parents / guardians can help by encouraging the child to have a set time and place for homework and by signing the completed work. Neatness in all exercises should be encouraged. Children should take responsibility themselves for undertaking homework and completing it within a reasonable time. Please remember that time spent sitting at a table is not necessarily time spent doing homework.
Some difficulties that may arise
If the child is doing his/her homework under the proper conditions and is spending too much time on homework, the parent / guardian should write a note explaining the child’s difficulty. Parents / guardians can also arrange to meet the class teacher with a view to resolving problems which may arise. Contact should always be made with the class teacher first.
If problems exist at home which may prevent or interfere with a child’s homework, the teacher should be notified.
Pupils with learning difficulties:
Parents / Guardians of children with learning difficulties should keep in close contact with the class teacher regarding difficulties.
How you can help:
· Encourage a positive attitude towards homework from an early age.
· Praise rather than criticise.
· Encourage the child to undertake his / her homework independently. This will help to build confidence and self-discipline
Some pupils seem to develop a negative attitude towards Gaeilge early in their school lives which makes learning more difficult. Parents / Guardians are asked to foster a positive attitude to Gaeilge.
· If a child has difficulty with Maths, help them using the method outlined in the Maths Book or in school, showing a different method usually confuses the child. Encourage your child to report any difficulties to their teacher. 
· Encourage the child to organise themselves for homework, having all the required materials to hand – books, pens etc… 
· Agree with your child a suitable time for doing homework, leaving plenty of time for playtime, relaxation, and family time.
· Help the child to do their homework by providing a quiet place, suitable work surface, free from distraction, interruptions, T.V. and other children.
· Parents / guardians are advised not to over-help by doing the work for the child, i.e. giving them the sentence, the answer etc... However, some children will require assistance and a one to one situation with the parent / guardian can be beneficial.
· Presentation – where neatness and presentation are concerned, encourage the child to do their best writing etc, (within a reasonable time limit)
· Please check that the pupil has prepared for the next school day and has all the school requisites that he/she requires, such as pens, pencils etc, and special items such as project work, music or PE equipment/gear if required.
· If children are unable to complete a homework assignment, a note of explanation should be supplied to the teacher.
· In addition to written homework, time should be set aside each evening for reading and the rote learning of spellings, tables and Gaeilge. 

Incomplete Homework:
If homework is incomplete, parents should provide a note or email to the school to explain why. Persistent failure to complete homework activities without an explanation may result in time taken from ‘Golden Time,’ on Friday to complete these tasks. 
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